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had almost ceased to hope for the success of their search.
Now, as they climbed wearily up the crumbling slopes, the
penguins, infuriated by their intrusion upon the privacy of
their odorous citadel and looking upon it as a personal affront
to themselves, rushed at them with squawks of rage, smacked
at their faces as they drew level with each ledge and drove
their bayonet-like beaks with diminutive savagery at their
limbs.    A clamour of indignation arose on all sides.    Waves
of protest preceded the  searchers  and  spread  outwards
through the chattering multitude behind them.    Flocks of
young birds fled before them in reasonless panic, stumbling
over each other, rolling helplessly down the slimy rock
faces.    The guardians pecked and buffeted their panic-
stricken charges or, bristling with fury, turned and faced the
oncoming foe.   And the foe, oncoming still but slowly,
wearily, covered with filth and worn out with this fruitless
storming of slime-encrusted heights, struck out at the tiny
savage defenders.   They kicked them sideways and sent
them spinning down the rocks.    They lifted them under
their tails and sent them head over heels.    They punched
them on their hard white breasts so that they fell flapping
backwards into the muck.    In blind rage the defenders
struck out at the rocks on to which they fell.    A disorderly
rabble of screaming youngsters went rushing like Gadarene
swine violently down steep places to the sea.   But the search
party found no more trace of what they sought on Brimstone
Point than on any other of those steep beaches round the
coast from Gape Melville westwards.    They gave it up and
left that stronghold of stench to its gallant defenders, who to
this day are unconvinced that they were not the victims of
an outrageous act of unprovoked aggression; ' The weary
and defeated aggressors retreated to their ship in the whaler,
pulling back once more through the high swell.    Screams of
triumph and derision followed them from the shore.
The next beach they must examine lay to the westward
some four or fjve miles away, flanked by glaciers and backed